[image: image1.jpg]Piay Like
A CHAMPION

TODAY




Play Like A Champion Today™ Educational Series  

Dear Parent/Guardian(s):  

I am writing to invite you to attend a pre-season meeting to be held (time and place).  Schedule permitting, I expect at least one parent to attend this meeting.  

I am very much looking forward to coaching your child this season. At our meeting, I will explain the Play Like A Champion Today( approach to coaching that we are using in our parish sports program (or throughout our diocesan sports programs).  This approach links sports to youth ministry and emphasizes the importance of having fun and developing character.  A major philosophy of the PLC program is fair playing time for each participant. As Coach, I promise to distribute playing time as evenly as possible.  If there are medical problems that stand in the way of your child’s participation in practices or games, please let me know.  

I am enclosing the practice and game schedules for the season. Please make sure that your child arrives on time for practice with his/her equipment and a water bottle and that you are there to pick your child up at practice. Either I or one of our assistant coaches (names of coaches here) will remain at the practice or game site until all children are picked up. I will start and end all practices promptly. Please contact me (cell phone number if you have one) if an emergency arises.

Your most important responsibility as a youth sport parent is to make sure that your child enjoys practices and games. You can help your child get the most out of her or his sport experience by being supportive and encouraging at all times. Avoid offering detailed instructions before, during, or after the game or evaluating the coaches’ or your child’s performance on the way home from the game.  It is important to remember the different and complementary roles involved in sports. Simply stated “Let coaches coach, players play, officials officiate” and parents offer support. 

Your second most important responsibility as a youth sport parent is to create a positive atmosphere in the stands (or on the sidelines) in which both teams can bring out the best in each other during competition.  While we can’t control the behavior of the opponents, their coaches, and their fans, we can hold ourselves and each other to high standards.  I expect that you will set a good example by refraining from directing negative or sarcastic comments to opponents, referees, coaches, or our players, especially your own child. I will not tolerate them from any member of our team.  I also expect that you will model good sportsmanship by congratulating good play, offering hospitality to opposing fans, and discouraging negativity.  Remember that fan behavior teaches children important moral lessons.

I look forward to seeing you at our meeting and discussing these matters further. Please feel free to contact me through the e-mail (address here) or at home in the evenings between 8:00 and 9:00 P.M. with questions or concerns. 

Coach (Name) 
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